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CCRP’s Partner Hospitals & Cancer Centers

Focus on the Search is a quarterly publication of resources for people
who are current or past participants in cancer clinical trials in Colorado,
for people who have been recently diagnosed with cancer and those
interested in cancer research.
Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) is a non-profit organization —
a partnership of Colorado and Wyoming hospitals, and their affiliated
doctors, dedicated to the advancement of cancer research and care close
to home. CCRP is a NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP),
one of a nationwide network of 34 such National Cancer Insitute (NCI)
approved programs.

Boulder Community Hospital

Lutheran Medical Center

Cheyenne Regional Medical Center

McKee Medical Center

Colorado Blood Cancer Institute (CBCI) at
Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center

National Jewish Health

Comprehensive Cancer Care and
Research Institute (CCCRI) at Swedish
Medical Center

Radiation Oncology at Swedish
Medical Center

Denver Health Authority

Saint Joseph Hospital
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North Colorado Medical Center

Clinical trials advancing the quest for cancer treatment, management, and prevention.

Rocky Mountain Cancer Centers

Research reported in this publication was supported by the National Cancer Institute of
the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 1UG1CA189805-03. The content
is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official
views of the National Institutes of Health. www.nih.gov
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Head and Neck
Cancer: The Scope
of Contemporary
Cancer Care
Breakfast with
Dr. Andy Nemecheck
November 15, 2016
7:30 am – 9:00am

1720 S. Bellaire Street
Suite 701
Denver, CO 80222-4329

Highlands United
Methodist Church
3131 Osceola St., Denver
$50/person
RSVP by noon on
November 11, 2016
to Lisa at lswitzer@cocancerresearch.org
or call 720.475.5721.
n

December 6, 2016

Online Cancer Resources
American Society of Clinical Oncology:
www.asco.org | www.cancer.net
Oncologist approved cancer information,
including information on cancer research
and advocacy.
CancerCare:
www.cancercare.org
CancerCare programs include
counseling and support groups,
education, financial
assistance and
practical help.

Colorado Gives Day
Increase the value of
your donation when
you donate at www.
coloradogives.org.

National Cancer Institute:
www.cancer.gov
National Comprehensive Cancer
Network: www.nccn.com

See p. 3 for more details.

A patient-oriented cancer website
based on the NCCN Guidelines which
set the standard of care for clinicians
around the globe.

CCRP is a member of the
Community Health Charities.
1720 S. Bellaire Street, Suite 701
Denver, CO 80222-4329
www.co-cancerresearch.org
303.777.2663
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888.785.6789

Focus on the Search is published quarterly by Colorado Cancer Research Program. Should you not wish to receive this newsletter in the future, please contact CCRP at 303.777.2663.
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Robert Ferris Rode Across America for Cancer
Research and CCRP
Doing the 3089 mile Race Across America
(RAAM) bike ride from Oceanside, CA to
Annapolis, MD wasn’t enough for Robert
Ferris. Neither was placing fifth overall and
being the second fastest American male.
Robert wanted to make his 10-day, 21-hour
and 43-minute grueling challenge about cancer
research and clinical trials. To make his point, he
raised just short of $5,000 (with an employer
dollar match still to come) for CCRP.
When he was four years old, Robert’s mother
was diagnosed with ovarian cancer. “Cancer
changes you, not just physically, but mentally
and emotionally, especially being faced with it at
a very young age,” says Robert, now 33. “That
was the 80’s and my mom was a ‘tough cookie,’
flirting with death because of the chemo.”
Robert’s mom survived her cancer and has led
a purpose-driven life and dedicated her career
to cancer care. So it was natural for Robert to
make his participation in RAAM about cancer
research.
“It’s easy to see how people get involved and
donate,” he says. “I wanted to make an impact
on actual research. Because CCRP works so
closely with clinical trials, it was a no-brainer
for me to choose CCRP as the beneficiary
of my fundraising. Most donors were from
the Colorado area and most had personal
experience with cancer, so a lot of the donations
were inspired by those stories.”
Robert grew up in Michigan and went to
school at Cornell for chemical engineering and
then to Duke where he ultimately earned his

PhD in material science engineering as well
as an MBA. While he was in North Carolina,
he got into triathlons. He did a number of
ironman competitions including ironman world
championships. Eventually he took up cycling,
both racing and coaching, and won national
competitions.
Doing the RAAM put things in perspective for
Robert, CEO of Adama Materials, an advanced
materials startup based in California. He says he
has a deeper appreciation for things he took for
granted, and while he is very clear what he did is
nothing like battling cancer, he feels like the race
gave him a fresh look at how to deal with things
outside one’s control.
“You can’t plan for them or live in fear of them.
You do things to the best of your ability…”
That is exactly what he did throughout the
RAAM. The race (named “The Toughest Bicycle
Race”) went from below sea level through the
desert where it was 110 degrees to the Rocky
continued on page 2
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CCRP Board of Directors
Norman Benedict, Chair, Denver, CO
Carol Schluederberg, Vice-Chair, Denver, CO
Geoff Williamson, Esq., Treasurer, Boulder, CO
Andrew Nemechek, Secretary, Littleton, CO
Nicholas DiBella, MD, Parker, CO
Jerry Hayes, Denver CO
Karen Holtman, Centennial, CO
R. Lee Jennings, MD, Littleton, CO
Tina McCrory, Pueblo, CO
Ann Murphy, PhD, Arvada, CO
Matthew Nyberg, Denver, CO
RJ Ours, Denver, CO
Patricia Peterson, BSN, JD, Denver, CO
CO Rep. Dianne Primavera, Denver, CO
Lara Rotter, Denver, CO
Lynn Stockton, Denver, CO
Keren Sturtz, MD, Denver, CO

For more information...
Contact one of the following staff at
303.777.2663.
Patricia Peterson, BSN, JD
President and CEO
Keren Sturtz, MD
Principal Investigator
Lisa A. Switzer, M.A.
Director of Development
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Letter from Pat Peterson

Bill Dea Memorial Golf Tournament

Often times change is
scary… We don’t know
what to expect… We are
out of our comfort zone!
We learned this first
hand at CCRP these
past several months, but
realized change can also be exciting and
invigorating. Here at CCRP we have much
for which to be grateful.
We are proud to be a recipient of
the National Cancer Institute (NCI)
Community Oncology Research Grant
Award for our long standing support
of clinical research trials in Colorado.
The award will allow us to continue our
important work in the field of clinical
trials and providing access to state of
the art medical science to the citizens of
Colorado and our neighboring states.
With the surprise withdrawal of the
HealthONE Hospitals from the NCI Clinical
Trial Network, we are honored to have the
physicians who practice within HealthONE
independently join our CCRP consortium in

Sturtz was
elected in
September by her national peers
to the NCI breast cancer scientific
steering committee. She will now
be helping shape the direction of
future breast cancer research at
the national level.
Congratulations Dr. Sturtz!

Despite the sleep deprivation,
dehydration, heat exhaustion, blurred
vision, pains in his legs and head, Robert
rode the 280 miles per day with a mantra
to keep him going: “People who get
cancer don’t quit, so there’s no way I’m
going to quit.” It helped that he had a
fantastic crew, including his wife, who

n
n
n
n
n
n

The progress and strides in cancer
treatment made in the past decade are
amazing. Many lives have been prolonged,
many have been saved with a newly
discovered cure and many others have
success stories to share. This is not by
accident. Thanks to the scientists and
physicians who care and the patients
who enroll in clinical trials, we are making
a difference. There is much for which to
be grateful!
On behalf of all of us involved in
conducting cancer research as clinicians
and patients, we thank you for your
support. With your continued generosity,
we hope to make the final breakthrough
to a cure for all cancers. Much for which
to be thankful, indeed!

continued from page 1

Mountains and an elevation
of 10,800 feet, across the
plains through all kinds of
inclement weather to end up
at sea level again. He had to
finish the race in less than 12
days; that meant he averaged
about three hours of sleep
a day. In ten days, he slept a
total of 28 hours.

As of September 2016, CCRP has
opened clinical trials in the following
areas of cancer investigation:

order to continue providing their patients
access to prevention, treatment, control
and genomic studies. Their faith and belief
in CCRP is profoundly appreciated. As
partners we are all committed to achieving
cutting edge advancements in cancer
research and treatment and it is for and
because of all of you!

Robert Ferris Rode Across America for Cancer Research and CCRP

Dr. Keren

New CCRP Trials

CCRP President and CEO

cheered him on despite their
own fatigue and lack of
creature comforts.
For Robert, finishing the Race
Across America was “intense,
super hard — the hardest
thing I’ve ever done, both
mentally and physically, but
I would never compare what
I did to suffering cancer,”
he says, “During the race, I
thought this is the race that never ends.”
But it did end, and he triumphed.
Now, that is what he wishes in the
treatment of cancer — a race that ends
triumphantly for many people through
successful clinical trials.

n

For 23 years the Bill Dea family has been honoring his
memory with a golf tournament fundraiser on Labor
“Dea” weekend, and for all 23 of those years, the family
has run the event as a fundraiser for CCRP. This year the
tournament hosted 102 golfers and raised over $4,000 for
CCRP… and as the pictures reflect, the Dea family showed
their guests a good time and a great sense of humor.

n
n
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Thank you to the Kathy Dea, Steve and Leah Dea, the
entire Dea family and their friends for their ongoing
support of and commitment to CCRP!
It’s easy to name CCRP as the beneficiary of a fundraiser
you are hosting — please contact Lisa Switzer, Director of
Development, for more information at 720.475.5721 or
lswwitzer@co-cancerresearch.org

Your Donation Goes Further on
Colorado Gives Day – December 6, 2016!
We hope you will think of us on
Colorado Gives Day! This 24-hour
movement, taking place December
6, 2016, is a chance to increase
the value of your donation, thanks
to the $1 Million Incentive Fund.
Created by Community First
Foundation and FirstBank, the
fund proportionally boosts every
dollar donated.
For example, if we receive 10 percent of the total donations made on Colorado Gives Day,
we will receive 10 percent of the $1 Million Incentive Fund.
Colorado Gives Day is powered by ColoradoGives.org, a year-round website featuring
more than 1,900 nonprofits. ColoradoGives.org encourages charitable giving by providing
comprehensive, objective and up-to-date information about Colorado nonprofits. It is an
easy way to support us online!
Go to www.coloradogives.org on December 6th and give where you live!

Bladder (1)
Brain (3)
Breast (12)
Cervical (2)
Colon (1)
Esophogeal (1)
Head and Neck (4)
Lung (7)
Lymphoma (1)
Melanoma (3)
Multiple Myeloma (3)
Ovarian (4)
Pancreas (1)
Rectal (1)

To learn more about these specific
clinical trials, go to our website at
http://co-cancerresearch.org/
showtrials.aspx
Ask your physician if you are a
candidate for one of these trials.

How CCRP’s Funds
Are Used
At CCRP, the largest percentage of our
expenses are d irectly related to costs
associated with our mission.

HOW CCRP’S FUNDS ARE USED
Supporting
Services
8%

Fundraising
Costs
6%

Program Services
86%

To find out how you can support CCRP,
please contact Lisa Switzer, lswitzer@
co-cancerresearch.org or 720.475.5721.
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