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Golf Tournament Welcomes New Sponsors
This year marks the 10th anniversary for the CCRP annual golf tournament, Drive for
a Cure, and we are honored to announce our sponsors for this year’s event. Without
the financial support from the community, none of our amazing work would be
possible. Our corporate partners are a major force in helping to fund our work and
support our mission.
This year’s tournament on May 23 at Valley Country Club is made possible because of
the generosity of these sponsors: Dr. Nicholas DiBella (Eagle level), Rocky Mountain
Cancer Centers (Eagle level), Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, LLP (Birdie Level),
DISH Network (Birdie Level), Longmont United Hospital (Putting Level), Gardens
at Columbine/Darryl & Kathy Schmidt, (Putting Level), Diversified Radiology
(Putting Level), Norm Benedict (Patron Level) and Nick D’Amico (Patron Level).
This year, the tournament
is adding a new element
to the after-tournament
reception, a LIVE auction,
featuring Shelly, the Auction
Diva, and several incredible
items that will tempt guests
to raise up their bid cards.
Auction donors include
Solitaire Restaurant in
Denver’s Highlands district, Wooden Table Restaurant in Greenwood Village, Jax Fish
House in Denver, Valley Country Club in Centennial, Common Grounds Golf Club in
Aurora, Pat and Allen Peterson, and Dr. Nicholas and Ellen DiBella. We are certain that
this year’s tournament will be a huge success!

CCRP Patient Profile
Carla works around 15 hours each
week as a direct-care volunteer for
patients afflicted with Alzheimer’s and
other degenerative memory conditions
— in addition to her day job, where she
is a customer service representative
for an IT management company. She
thrives on keeping busy.
In January of 2014, she was diagnosed
with ovarian cancer. The aggressive
treatments and side effects made
it difficult to maintain her busy
schedule and she was forced to stop
volunteering for the patients she loved
so much. Her doctor enrolled her in
one of the clinical trials at CCRP, during
which they began to see encouraging
results. By September, her cancer was
in remission and she was able to return
to volunteering in addition to working a
full schedule at her regular job.
Today, Carla is doing great, only she no
longer works 15 hours each week as
a volunteer. She left her previous job
and is now working full time as a paid
operations assistant at the facility and
couldn’t be happier. Way to go, Carla!

Focus on the Search is a quarterly publication of resources for people
who are current or past participants in cancer clinical trials in Colorado,
for people who have been recently diagnosed with cancer and those
interested in cancer research.
Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) is a non-profit organization,
a partnership of 21 Colorado community hospitals, and their affiliated
doctors, dedicated to the advancement of cancer research and care close
to home. CCRP is a NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP),
one of a nationwide network of 34 such National Cancer Insitute (NCI)
approved programs.

CCRP’s Partner Hospitals
Boulder Community Hospital
Cheyenne Regional Medical Center
Denver Health Medical Center
Littleton Adventist Hospital
Longmont United Hospital
Lutheran Medical Center
McKee Medical Center
Medical Centers of Aurora
Mercy Regional Medical Center
National Jewish Health

Focus Search

North Colorado Medical Center
Parker Adventist Hospital
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services
Porter Adventist Hospital
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Rose Medical Center
Saint Joseph Hospital
St. Anthony Hospital
Sky Ridge Medical Center
St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center
Swedish Medical Center

Research reported in this publication was supported by the National Cancer Institute of
the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 1UG1CA189805-1. The content
is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official
views of the National Institutes of Health. www.nih.gov
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Online Cancer Resources
One of the recipients of the Robert F. Berris Award for Outstanding Commitment to Cancer
Research is Congresswoman Diana DeGette for her efforts with proposed legislation of the “21st
Century Cures” bill that would improve all areas in the field of cancer research/treatment. This
bill is groundbreaking in its approach and content and we applaud the congresswoman for being
such a strong advocate for patients everywhere and of Colorado Cancer Research Program. (See
page 4 sidebar for related story).

HOW CCRP IS FUNDED
and funded as part of the new National Cancer
Institute’s (NCI) Community Oncology Research
Program beginning August 1, 2014. This fiscal
year, 29% of the annual budget must be met
through fundraising.

National
Cancer
Institute
55%

Oncologist approved cancer information,
including information on cancer research
and advocacy.

Matching Gifts

REVENUE

Colorado Cancer Research Program was selected

American Society of Clinical Oncology:
www.asco.org | www.cancer.net

Consortium
Hospitals
16%

Fundraising

29%

Many companies will match your charitable
contributions. If your company has a matching gift
program, please consider giving to CCRP and increase
your donation with a corporate matching gift!
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CancerCare:
www.cancercare.org
CancerCare programs include
counseling and support groups,
education, financial
assistance and
practical help.

National Cancer Institute:
www.cancer.gov
National Comprehensive Cancer
Network: www.nccn.com
A patient-oriented cancer website
based on the NCCN Guidelines which
set the standard of care for clinicians
around the globe.

1720 S. Bellaire Street, Suite 701
Denver, CO 80222-4329
www.EndCancerCO.org
www.co-cancerresearch.org
303.777.2663
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Focus on the Search is published quarterly by Colorado Cancer Research Program. Should you not wish to receive this newsletter in the future, please contact CCRP at 303.777.2663.

CCRP is a member of the
Community Health Charities.
Please consider supporting CCRP
in your workplace giving program.
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Being Committed to Patients and Their Families
For 15 years, Dr. Andrew
Nemechek has lived and
practiced a mandate of
serving the community.
His dedication to medical
service is obvious once
he starts talking about
some of the interesting cases, discoveries and
triumphs over the course of his time practicing
medicine. His enthusiasm is evidenced by a
genuine passion he has when he talks about
commitment to excellence in oncology.
Born and raised in Denver, Dr. Nemechek didn’t
always have his sights set on being a doctor.
Following graduation from high school, he went
to San Diego and followed a scientific course of
study that led to his exploration of a career in
the medical field. He attended medical school at
Tulane University in New Orleans and received
training in general surgery and otolaryngology.
After completing his fellowship in advanced
head and neck oncologic surgery at University
of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, he began
to embrace oncology as one of the areas of
medicine in which he would specialize, having
been particularly intrigued by the plight and
hardships of cancer patients and their families.
He came back to Colorado after training,
and became more familiar with the work of
Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP).
They were the standard in the region for clinical
trials, which was important since Nemechek
believed that was the best way to treat patients

with cancer. He liked that CCRP offered a
relatively new option of care and treatment
in their own community, rather than being
administered in a setting far from home. The
CCRP model allows the care and research to be
administered closer to the family and with their
own physician. Most of all, Dr. Nemechek liked
the patient-centric approach, supported by a
solid commitment to the patient and the family.
He believed that care should begin and end in
the community, that the psychosocial aspect of
care is always better when delivered close to
home, and that patients respond to treatment
much better in such an environment. He wanted
to help support and expand the way CCRP was
helping patients achieve successful outcomes.
Dr. Nemechek’s his support of the treatment
in which he believes so strongly, and the
commitment to patients and their families were
finally consolidated when he became a valued
member of the CCRP board of directors in 2013.
He says, “There are so many barriers, locally and
nationally, to patients and their participation in
clinical trials. Access must include educational,
social and economic access. We truly are at a
crossroads in cancer care, an intersection that
must recognize the importance of care delivery
based on personalized data, the extreme cost of
these exciting therapies and the weight of that
cost to our society. Only discoveries supported
by well-conceived trials can lead us and our
patients to make informed and oncologically
sound treatment decisions.”

Colorado Cancer Research Program
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CCRP Board of Directors
Norman Benedict, Chair, Denver, CO
Carol Schluederberg, Vice-Chair, Denver, CO
Geoff Williamson, Esq., Treasurer, Boulder, CO
Andrew Nemechek, Secretary, Littleton, CO
Dennis Bruens, Canon City, CO
Nicholas DiBella, MD, Parker, CO
Jerry Hayes, Denver CO
Becky Herman, Longmont, CO
Karen Holtman, Centennial, CO
R. Lee Jennings, MD, Littleton, CO
Kelly Johnson, RN, Golden, CO
Tina McCrory, Pueblo, CO
Kim Mosko, Westminster, CO
Ann Murphy, PhD, Arvada, CO
Matthew Nyberg, Denver, CO
RJ Ours, Denver, CO
Patricia Peterson, BSN, JD, Denver, CO
CO Rep. Dianne Primavera, Denver, CO
Keren Sturtz, MD, Denver, CO

For more information...
Contact one of the following staff at
303.777.2663.
Patricia Peterson, BSN, JD
President and CEO
Keren Sturtz, MD
Principal Investigator
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Revealing Colorado’s Best Kept Secret

“You wanna be where everybody
knows your name.”
Familiarity is something that doesn’t
always come easy, particularly in the world
of non-profit marketing and branding.
Those of us who have chosen to work in
this often challenging field understand
all too well the many roadblocks
organizations often face in their quest
to engage support from the community.
We know that people are much more
prone to give to an organization or cause
with a mission in which they believe and
trust, one that shares similar values and
one that is familiar to them. In other
words, people are much LESS prone to
give to an organization they have never
heard of or one that they know nothing
about. Those of us leading those efforts
for smaller non-profits certainly have our
work cut out for us. That has been one
of the bigger challenges facing Colorado
Cancer Research Program (CCRP). We are
determined to change that.
Over the past year, we’ve increased
our exposure on TV, on the radio, on
billboards, through social media and in
print. Sure, it can be a painstakingly slow
process and we’ve
got a long way
to go. But we’re
making a dent.
Anytime I hear
someone come up
and say, “I heard
you guys on the
radio,” or “I saw
your CEO on TV the other day,”
it provides at least a sliver of validation

The Unsung Heroes
Nothing quite compares to the shocking
impact of the moment you first discover
that someone you love has cancer. When
David first learned that his mother, Betty,
had cancer, naturally he wanted to be back
home, but geography made that difficult,
now that he lived 1,250 miles away.
Within hours of getting the phone call, he
was on a plane to be with his mom and
the rest of the family. But what about next
week? Next month? He considered the
possibility of moving across the country,
but realized the magnitude of such a
task and it only added to the stress he
was feeling. His brothers lived only a few
miles from their parents, but they also had
careers, families and busy lives. He was
fraught with anxiety over how they would
accomplish this.

Most of us remember the beloved, classic
TV comedy Cheers. Without even giving
it any thought, we can easily recall Sam,
Diane, Carla, Cliff, Coach, Norm, Woodie
and Rebecca as if they were old, trusted
friends. But that’s what the show was
all about—something lovingly familiar,
like a second home, a place you could
swing by on any given day and be almost
guaranteed that you’d know someone
there. It was even referenced in the iconic
theme song.

that we’re on our way to no longer being
Colorado’s best-kept secret. It’ll happen.
Just takes time.
No cause-oriented non-profit welcomes
anonymity, at least not the ones that rely
on community philanthropy to survive.
One pathway to shedding unwanted
obscurity is by engaging with businesses
and corporations that are involved with
the community and encourage their
employees to be involved as well. And one
pathway to reaching those companies here
in Colorado is through Denver Business
Journal. Ed Sealover, DBJ’s health care
reporter, recently sat down with our CEO,
Pat Peterson, to learn more about our
mission, our incredible work and our vision
for the future.
Big thanks to Ed Sealover and Denver
Business Journal for helping to put
CCRP on the metaphorical map and
let Coloradoans know of this amazing
and valuable leader right here in their
own back yard. And with our continued
marketing, community relations and
branding efforts, we’re confident that
more and more people will know about
our incredible work.

These are just a few of countless examples
of what loved ones go through when there
is a cancer diagnosis. It can feel as if the
family is being held hostage. It’s impossible
to understand unless you’ve lived it and
are forced to suddenly take on roles for
which you feel so ill-prepared, but roles
that must be assumed nonetheless.
In so many situations like this, one person
rises above all others and assumes the
primary leadership role. It’s not that they
want to do it. They just do it. For David’s
family, that person was his brother, Steve,
who become the general of the family’s
cancer-fighting army. He dropped almost
every aspect of his own life to ensure that
every task was completely
engaged. He took a
leave of absence from
work, suspended his
pursuit of a second
master’s degree and
took complete control of
the family. Still, Steve knew
there would be a few days or
weeks when other obligations
couldn’t be put on hold, so
he let David know far enough
in advance to book affordable
flights and arrange for the
time off with his supervisor

www.co-cancerresearch.org
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at work. Steve was so dedicated to this
process and to the job no one ever wants
that it cost him his marriage. But all the
efforts allowed their mother to feel a sense
of security and comfort that was essential
for her to remain strong enough to
fight. David was grateful for his brother’s
dedication and determination. He also
knew that, while being supportive and
strong in other areas, executing the duties
required of this leading role was something
many people simply could not do.
Betty lived two and a half years longer
than expected, a miracle that the family
attributes largely to Steve’s efforts. There
are so many heroes just like him, family
members who are suddenly faced with
what seems like an insurmountable, even
impossible task. But it only seems that way
because the rest of us are certain we could
never accomplish such a feat. While this
is a phrase that many find overused, it’s
the perfect way to describe these amazing
superhuman beings: unsung heroes.
They desire neither praise nor credit for
their actions, nor are they likely to get it.
Their outstanding accomplishments are
usually overshadowed by the patient’s
deterioration or, ultimately, death. Only
when the patient has success with their
treatment and achieves remission or
cancer-free status are these people likely
to be presented with the verbal accolades
so due them. But here’s the thing. They
don’t care about that. It’s not about
them. It’s about the mom, dad, sister,
brother, partner, best friend,
whoever the patient
happens to be. And
because they are so
selfless, they wouldn’t
have it any other way.

Hockey Players with
Heart!
Don’t ever let anyone tell you hockey
players are tough! Maybe so on the ice,
but not in heart and soul! Thirty-two adult
hockey teams comprised of both men and
women from across the country came
to the Edge Ice Arena in Littleton the
weekend of April 22nd to fight cancer and
support CCRP.
The 2016 Quest 9 Charity Adult Hockey
Tournament (and best beard contest), now
in its 9th consecutive year, was created by
Foothills Event Management, LLC Director
Lance Jaeger. A self-admitted hockey
junkie, Lance is also a philanthropist who
has witnessed how cancer has affected
some of his hockey pals over the years. So
he came up with a fun and unique way to
fight back. Teams like the Winter Roosters
hockey and drinking team joined in the
fight and, along with their captain Doug
VandeVusse, donated thousands. No wallet
was left unopened. Generosity flowed at
the silent auction as well as at the donation
tables. By Sunday evening the champions
of ice and puck were crowned, the best
beards were celebrated and the comradery
led to talk of next year’s event.
To all of you not-so-tough men and women
puckers, our hearts say thank you. And
don’t worry…no one will ever know the
depth of your kindness as they watch you
battle on the ice!

This is a tribute to the
selfless millions who are the
winners of the award for
Outstanding Performance by
a Caregiver in a Leading Role.
Whoever you are, on behalf of
the rest of us who stand in awe
of you, we humbly thank you.
Top: The Jets, C Low/D High Champs;
Bottom: Mystery Machine, D Low Champs;
Not shown: NorthStar, Women’s Champs

May Observances: Zombies or Cancer Research?
Did we forget to wish you a Happy Frog
Appreciation month in April? Those of us
working in the non-profit world tend to
be more aware of the various observance
months that are so designated to help
raise awareness about a particular cause.
If there’s a designated month that aligns
in some way with a particular cause or
mission, we’re on it. When you work
for a cancer research organization—
particularly one that deals with most
types of cancer—you learn that almost
every month is designated to observe
some kind of cancer. We just finished
commemorating National Colorectal
Cancer Awareness month and in addition
to celebrating our appreciation for frogs,
April is also Multiple Myeloma Awareness
month. We’ve come a long way with that
particular cancer. Twenty years ago, a
diagnosis at any stage was a certain death
sentence. Today, patients are living with it
in excess of fifteen years! The mere fact
that multiple myeloma now has its own
observance month is proof of how far we
have come in the fight against all types of
cancer. But it’s still not far enough.
May, of course, it is host to that day
when we honor our amazing mothers
and even lovingly debate with our
friends about whose mother was the
best. Most people will agree, however,
that moms deserve more than just one
day a year to be celebrated. May is also
the month that celebrates the amazing
strides we’ve made because of cancer
research. It’s only because of research that
new and effective treatments have been
developed, and more rare cancers such
as multiple myeloma are now survivable.
Yep, it’s National Cancer Research
Awareness month (NCRAM) and here
at Colorado Cancer Research Program
(CCRP), we welcome any opportunity
that helps people better understand how
research is the primary ingredient to the
development of cutting edge clinical trials

and groundbreaking new treatments for a
variety of cancers. Without the research,
these life-saving treatments would likely
not exist. But I was disappointed to
learn that this important observance is
overshadowed on the list of causes for
which May is the designated month.
Wikipedia, one of the most trusted of all
online sources for information, didn’t even
have it listed, favoring instead observances
such as Motorcycle Awareness Month,
National Bike Month, National Guide Dog
Month and National Mobility Awareness
Month, just to name a few. Wait a
minute. Motorcycles make the list but
cancer research doesn’t? If you aren’t a
motorcycle fan, May is also National Smile
month, National Barbecue month and
National Hamburger month, along with
National Zombie Awareness month.
We are doing what we can to help shed
light on Cancer Research Awareness
month. Thanks to the assistance of our
good friend and CCRP board member,
Rep. Dianne Primavera, the governor
issued a proclamation on May 2
commemorating the important role
Colorado plays in cancer research, and
honoring CCRP as a regional leader in the
fight against cancer. We also have the
10th annual Drive for a Cure charitable
golf tournament happening on May 23,
which would be a wonderful way to
honor two observances, since it’s also
National Golf month. Perhaps during
your Memorial Day cookout, you could
mention to your family and friends that
May is National Cancer Research month,
remind them of the important role
research plays in the fight against cancer,
and the importance of charitable support
for organizations like CCRP. Without it,
our work wouldn’t be possible and we
wouldn’t be able to realize the innovative
breakthroughs that save the lives of
so many cancer victims right here in
Colorado. That’s worth celebrating.

New CCRP Trials
Since November 1, 2014, CCRP has
opened clinical trials in the following
areas of cancer investigation:
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n
n

Brain (1)
Breast (4)
Cancer Control (2)
Head and Neck (2)
Leukemia (1)
Lymphoma (1)
Gastrointestinal (5)
Gynecology (2)
Lung (10)
Melanoma (1)

NEW
TRIALS
TO
COME

To learn more about these specific
clinical trials, go to our website at
http://co-cancerresearch.org/
showtrials.aspx
Ask your physician if you are a
candidate for one of these trials.

Each year, Colorado Cancer Research
Program presents the Robert Berris,
MD award to those who have made
outstanding contributions to the field of
community cancer research. Our two
newest recipients of the award are:
US Rep. Diana DeGette (see page 5) and
Dr. Norman Aarestad (above), who has
done so much in the field of radiation
oncology including the development of
innovative treatments that, today, have
become the standard of care.

