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CCRP Success Profile: Jerry Hayes

Jerry Hayes is one of those guys who is hard 
not to like. When you first meet him, you 
immediately see a top-notch professional who 
is very personable, friendly and full of energy. 
On the surface, his situation seems pretty 
normal. He has been married to his wonderful 
wife Maureen for 28 years, has two beautiful 
teenage daughters, loves traveling and is a bit 
of an avid runner. He is dedicated to his work as 
Agency Principal/Owner at CoWest Insurance in 
Denver and has a great passion for many things, 
including his family, faith and community giving. 
But once you dig a bit deeper, you realize that 
Jerry’s situation goes far beyond “normal,” 
which explains his other passion: Colorado 
Cancer Research Program (CCRP).

In 2011, Jerry had been concerned about 
continued swelling in his neck and after a few 
trips to his doctor, a biopsy was done. With a 
good deal of trepidation, he and his wife waited 
for the results. The diagnosis finally came 
back with the word no one wants to hear: 
CANCER, specifically Squamous Cell Carcinoma, 
concentrated in the left tonsil and spreading to 
the lymph nodes in the left side of his neck. 

Through a connection with Dr. Andy 
Nemecheck, Dr. Lillian Klancar and Dr. Marshall 
Davis, Jerry became aware of CCRP and the 
clinical trials that were available to him. With 
a “nothing to lose and everything to gain” 
attitude, he was enrolled in a six month clinical 
trial program in May of 2011 that included a 
rather aggressive protocol of chemotherapy 
with paclitaxel, cisplatin, cetuximab with 
follow up radiation. Such therapy sensitizes the 
cancer to further treatment, and was shown to 
decrease the risk of cancer spread, predict the 

tumor’s sensitivity to radiation, 
and relieve tumor-related side 
effects. The radiation therapy 
included a significantly lower 
dose of radiation that targeted 
the tumor that was left after 
chemotherapy. In Jerry’s case, 
it was a successful treatment 
combination. In fact, his clinical trial group had 
a 93% survival rate and Jerry’s scans during the 
subsequent evaluation period all came back 
negative, showing no new cancer growth and 
healthy, clean slate. This was achieved with lower 
doses of radiation and as a result — very few 
long term side effects from cancer treatment.

Grateful for his successful outcome with cancer 
treatment, he wanted the world to know how 
CCRP had changed his life in the hopes that he 
might be able to help even more people discover 
the life-saving treatments that had been such a 
critical component in his success. So, earlier this 
year he joined the board of directors at Colorado 
Cancer Research Program and, today, he is one of 
CCRP’s biggest cheerleaders. His attitude towards 
CCRP is summed up by a poem by Mary Oliver:

Instructions for living a life. 
Pay attention. 
Be astonished. 
Tell about it.

“It’s tough to think about the direction my  
life would have taken had it not been for CCRP 
— not just for me, but mostly for my family,” 
Jerry says. CCRP has had a profound impact on 
so many people’s lives and their families; my  
wife, my daughters and I are a shining example 
of that.”
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National Cancer Institute:  
www.cancer.gov

National Comprehensive Cancer 
Network: www.nccn.com

A patient-oriented cancer website 
based on the NCCN Guidelines which 
set the standard of care for clinicians 

around the globe.
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Focus on the Search is a quarterly publication of resources for people 
who are current or past participants in cancer clinical trials in Colorado, 
for people who have been recently diagnosed with cancer and those 
interested in cancer research.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) is a non-profit organization, 
a partnership of 19 Colorado community hospitals, and their affiliated 
doctors, dedicated to the advancement of cancer research and care close 
to home. CCRP is a NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP), 
one of a nationwide network of 34 such National Cancer Insitute (NCI) 
approved programs. 

CCRP’s Partner Hospitals

Boulder Community Hospital

Cheyenne Regional Medical Center

Littleton Adventist Hospital

Longmont United Hospital

Lutheran Medical Center

McKee Medical Center

Medical Centers of Aurora

Mercy Regional Medical Center

Research reported in this publication was supported by the National Cancer Institute of 
the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 1UG1CA189805-1. The content 
is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official 
views of the National Institutes of Health. www.nih.gov

North Colorado Medical Center
Parker Adventist Hospital
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services
Porter Adventist Hospital
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Rose Medical Center
Saint Joseph Hospital
St. Anthony Hospital
Sky Ridge Medical Center
St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center 
Swedish Medical Center

CCRP is a member of the  
Community Health Charities. 

Please consider supporting CCRP 
 in your workplace giving program.

CCRP was publicly acknowledged 

as one of the top 10 accruing 

NCORPs (National Cancer 

Institute’s Community Oncology 

Research Programs) in the nation!

Giving Back is Good for Business
Most businesses and corporations, no matter how large or how small, understand 
the importance of being involved with their community, particularly in engaging in 
some kind of charitable or philanthropic effort. There are multiple benefits to be 
realized from giving back. It’s a great way for your business to connect with the 
people around them and to feel more like a part of the community in which their 
employees and customers make their lives; it helps to solidify a company’s core set of 
values which, in turn, helps employees and potential customers better connect on an 
emotional level with a business; it’s been proven time and again — businesses who are 
philanthropically involved in the community have happier employees because they feel 
better about where they work; and, of course, it’s good for business because studies 
have shown that consumers prefer to do business with a company that believes in 
giving back.

Well, Colorado Cancer Research Program is looking for new businesses and corporations 
with which to partner and there are a number of opportunities for companies of all sizes 
— from small “mom and pop” shops to large regional and national corporations, and 
every size in between. Event sponsorships are a great way for businesses to get 
involved and get their employees involved as well by volunteering with event 
planning and execution. It’s also a great way for a business to get recognition for their 
efforts from larger audiences that attend those events. 

Another great opportunity is a general philanthropic partnership where a business or 
corporation helps with overall funding for an organization. Many companies that opt 
to partner at this level also offer a donor incentive to their employees by matching 
an employee’s gift. Whether your company has two employees or two-thousand 
employees, there’s a place waiting for you in CCRP’s family of corporate sponsors. If 
you would like to consider a partnership opportunity with CCRP, call Dave  
at 720-475-5740.

Exciting New Develop 
ments at CCRP

CCRP is honored to announce the 
addition of two more partners to our 
consortium of hospitals. Welcome 
Denver Health and National Jewish, 
and we look forward to doing great 
things together for the patients of 
Colorado.

Welcome to these new affiliated 
physicians:
n Glenn Bigsby, DO
n Jesal Patel, MD
n Jennifer Rubatt, MD
n Toni Green-Cheatwood, DO
n Steven Bush, MD
n Natalie Workman, MD
n Denise Norton, MD
n Sara Robinson, MD
n Eiko Browning, MD
n Gregory Britt, MD
n Mohamed El-Tarabily, MD

We are excited 
to announce 
that CCRP is 
once again 
the recipient 
of a grant from the National Cancer 
Institute, the second year of a 
potential five year funding program. 
These funds are so important in 
allowing us to continue and advance 
the important work we do on behalf of 
cancer patients throughout Colorado.

The Cornerstone Society
To facilitate bringing the most advanced cancer clinical 
trials to patients in Colorado, Colorado Cancer Research 
Program has created The Cornerstone Society. As a 
member, your financial support will not only help those 
affected by cancer today, but will also make a significant 
difference to future generations.

Ongoing monthly support to The Cornerstone Society is easy and important to the 
maintenance of our quality of service to cancer research. Consider joining now by 
giving as much as you are able, charged automatically to your credit card. To join,  
call the CCRP Development Department at 303.777.2663.

cornerstone
the

society

HOW CCRP IS FUNDED
Colorado Cancer Research Program was selected 
and funded as part of the new National Cancer 
Institute’s (NCI) Community Oncology Research 
Program beginning August 1, 2014. Due to budget 
cuts by the NCI, this new grant award was less than 
in past years. This fiscal year, 29% of the annual 
budget must be met through fundraising.

National
Cancer

Institute
55%

Consortium 
Hospitals

        16%

REVENUE

Fundraising
 29%

Matching Gifts
Many companies will match your charitable 
contributions. If your company has a matching gift 
program, please consider giving to CCRP and increase 
your donation with a corporate matching gift!

1
YOU 

DONATE

2
THEY 

 MATCH

3
DOUBLE

THE 
IMPACT
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For more information...
Contact one of the following staff at  
303.777.2663.

Patricia Peterson, B.S.N., J.D.
President and CEO

Keren Sturtz, MD
Principal Investigator
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Since November 1, 2014, CCRP has 
opened clinical trials in the following 
areas of cancer investigation:
n Brain (1)
n Breast (4)
n Cancer Control (2)
n Head and Neck (2)
n Leukemia (1)
n Lymphoma (1)
n Gastrointestinal (5)
n Gynecology (2)
n Lung (10)
n Melanoma (1)

To learn more about these specific 
clinical trials, go to our website at  
http://co-cancerresearch.org/
showtrials.aspx

Ask your physician if you are a 
candidate for one of these trials.

New CCRP Trials
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April Events for CCRP

April was a busy month for staff and 
supporters of Colorado Cancer Research 
Program (CCRP) as three different fund-
raising events helped to kick off spring. 

The Walnut Room in LoDo was the place 
to be in early April as around 50 guests 
gathered for “Kick Cancer with Cocktails” 
to celebrate CCRP and to learn more about 
the organization. The event was organized 
by CCRP board member Kelly Johnson 
and not only raised awareness of the work 
being done at CCRP but also raised nearly 
$1,000 charitable support.

CCRP’s annual Savour Dinner was 
held on Sunday, April 19, and 70 guests 
were wined and dined and treated to 
a wonderful evening at the beautiful 
Balistreri Vineyards in Denver. One of the 
highlights was guest speaker, Dr. James 
Young, Medical Director of Oncology 
System Services at Centura Health Care.

The weekend of April 24–26 was action-
packed and loads of fun at the 2015 Quest 
8 Charity Adult Hockey Tournament, 
presented by Mike Shaw Subaru and 
Foothills Event Management, LLC. The 
annual fundraiser benefiting CCRP was 
held at the Edge Ice Arena in Littleton and 
featured 34 teams in seven divisions with 
teams playing three preliminary games and 
one championship or consolation game 
each before the champion was crowned. 
The weekend festivities also included an 
impressive silent auction with 65 different 
items up for bid, a 35-item prize drawing 
and even a “Best Playoff Beard” contest 
— for both men AND women, no less!

The event is the 
brainchild of 
Lance Jaeger, 
Manager of 
Foothills Event 
Management, and 
this is the second 
year in a row that 
CCRP has been selected as the primary 
beneficiary. This year, a total of $8,000 was 
raised. We are grateful for Lance’s efforts 
and for this great partnership with Foothills 
Event Management.

Letter from Pat Peterson
CCRP President and CEO

CCRP, Katy Perry and the Power of Social Media 
We’ve all heard the term “social media,” 
but not everyone fully comprehends 
just how powerful this 21st century 
technological tool really is. Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube — 
at times it can feel almost overwhelming 
but the truth is, when used strategically 
over time, social media is the most 
powerful form of marketing the world 
has ever seen. One of the best things 
about social media is the way it can unite 
people behind causes and be a force for 
good — the 2014 Ice Bucket Challenge 
to benefit ALS (Lou Gherig’s disease) is a 
great example, raising awareness of the 
disease to a level never before imagined. It 
also raised more than $220 million for the 
organization.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) 
has a growing presence on both Facebook 
and Twitter and, as a result, awareness 
of our important work is spreading. For 
those who may not know, Twitter is a 
free social messaging service for sending 
and receiving short messages in real time, 
sort of like an instant messaging service 
on steroids. People post short group 
messages no longer than 140 characters in 
length and then others around the globe 
who are interested will begin to “follow” 
you. It may sound unimportant but the 
truth is that its communicative power is 
almost mind-boggling. Much like with 
Facebook, organizations can reach mass 
amounts of people within seconds — and 
you never quite know just how far your 

reach will 
go or with 
whom you 
might connect. 
For CCRP, that 
connection recently reached into the 
celebrity world when mega-recording 
artist Katy Perry began following our 
posts. Who knows? Maybe we can talk 
her into a benefit concert at some point in 
the future. For now, we’re just happy she’s 
interested in our mission.

To find us on Facebook, simply type 
Colorado Cancer Research Program in  
the search bar. On Twitter, look for either 
CO Cancer Research or @EndCancerCo 
to follow our posts.

NCI Clinical Trials to Advance 
Precision Medicine
Cancer presents an exceptionally promising 
opportunity to refine the principles and 
practices that will serve as the foundation 
for precision medicine. With additional 
resources in its FY 2016 budget, NCI will 
increase funding to support clinical trials 
that offer two distinct approaches to 
advancing precision medicine. The first 
approach recruits patients with all types of 
cancer, and then selects a targeted drug 
based on the specific genetic abnormalities 
of the patient’s tumor. NCI is using this 
approach in its Molecular Analysis for 
Therapy Choice (NCI-MATCH) Program, 
which enrolls pediatric and adult patients 
with tumors that no longer respond to 
standard therapy. The second approach, 
demonstrated in the NCI Lung-MAP 
study, recruits patients with one type of 
cancer and then subdivides patients into 
genomically defined subsets, treating each 
subset with a different targeted drug.

Both types of trials have important and 
achievable goals: 

n making the molecular characterization of 
cancers the clinical standard for accurate 
diagnosis and treatment

n identifying or developing an array of 
treatments that can 
be matched to the 
molecular features of 
a tumor to successfully 
control the disease.

Another feature of these 
trials is the opportunity to 
link their genomic findings 
to clinical data, lifestyle 
risks such as tobacco use 
and obesity, environmental 
mutagens, and viral 
infections. This additional 
feature will become a 
resource to support further 
discovery and identify 
new strategies for cancer 

prevention, early diagnosis and early 
intervention.

Overcoming Drug Resistance 
in Cancer Treatment
A major obstacle to successfully treating 
cancer is the challenge of resistance either 
to new, targeted therapies or to traditional 
chemotherapies. To address this challenge, 
NCI will support additional research to 
uncover the mechanisms of resistance by:

n developing cancer models from tissues 
obtained at the time of diagnosis and 
at relapse to uncover mechanisms of 
resistance to treatment

n analyzing tumor DNA and tumor cells 
circulating in blood samples to develop 
methods to predict relapse before this 
problem is identified clinically or in 
radiologic studies

n testing combinations of targeted agents 
in clinical trials to identify approaches to 
overcome drug resistance.

Knowledge System to Support 
Precision Medicine
NCI will also build information platforms 
to support the integration of genetic 
information about tumors with data 

on how the tumors 
respond to therapy. This 
is the knowledge system 
envisioned in a 2011 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
report entitled Toward 
Precision Medicine . As 
the IOM recommends, the 
NCI system will integrate 
molecular and clinical 
knowledge in ways that 
are useful to both scientists 
and clinicians.

NCI’s knowledge 
system will incorporate 
genetic, biochemical, 
environmental and clinical 
data from patients to 

The weather may be 
cooler and more damp 
than we like this summer, 
but our spirits remain 
warm and bright! We 
have so much to look 
forward to in the world of 

cancer research. Highly successful targeted 
therapies referred to as genomic studies are 
changing the way research is conducted. 
We can now identify how genes proliferate 
and grow and how disturbances in the 
growth pathways can lead to cancer. With 
this new knowledge new patient trials have 
been developed, specifically to focus on 
prevention of such cell changes, potentially 
finding cures only imagined previously. 

One of the reasons we are able to realize 
such cutting edge advancements in 
cancer research and treatment is because 
of support from people like you. Your 
charitable contributions are critical in 
alleviating the funding shortfall that we 
and so many other non-profit organizations 
experience, allowing us to move faster and 
farther with the kinds of discoveries and 
breakthroughs in the fight against cancer 
that, just a short time ago, were merely 

dreams. We are grateful for the support 
you have provided all of these years. 

There are so many people whose lives we 
have changed — and saved — and, as a 
result, so many stories of success. And yet 
there are so many stories left untold and 
uncertain — people who are struggling 
with their own cancerous battle but may 
not be aware of potentially lifesaving 
clinical trials available to them.

The progress and strides we have made 
over just the last decade are amazing. 
Cancer diagnoses that, were a certain 
death sentence just 15 years ago are 
now survivable and beatable. Together, 
WE have helped to make that happen. 
We have been a part of a momentum of 
progress unlike anything we’ve ever seen. 
But we are also at a point where, if that 
momentum slows or stops, we risk losing 
all of the progress we’ve made. Imagine if 
we could afford every necessary resource 
to go the distance and finally have the 
ultimate breakthrough we’ve been waiting 
for — a cure for cancer. And I believe that, 
with your continued support, one day soon 
we’ll get there. 

Precision Medicine Initiative and Cancer 
Research PART 2 of 2
by Harold Varmus, M.D.

CCRP Welcomes New Board Members

Upcoming Events:

n 22nd Annual Bill Dea Memorial Golf 
Tournament benefiting CCRP 
Saturday, Sept. 5, 8:00 am 
City Park Golf Course

n Corks & More for a Cure —  
A Wine & Tequila Event 
Tentative Date: Weds., Oct. 14, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
Tentative Location: The Rooftop at LoDo’s in 
lower downtown 
Check our website for details and updates

n Holiday Season Events 

n Check our website for new events!

Drive 
for a Cure

Benefiting Colorado Cancer Research Program

Drive for a Cure 2015

CCRP is proud and honored to announce the 
addition of two new members to our board of 
directors. Welcome to Matt Nyberg, a corporate 
attorney with the firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck and also to Gerald (Jerry) Hayes, 
principal/owner at CoWest Insurance Associates. 
We look forward to many years partnering and 
working with Matt and Jerry. Matt Nyberbg Jerry Hayes

After almost two straight weeks of below-
normal temperatures and soaking rains, 
it was with a bit of trepidation that the 
CCRP staff and volunteers looked to the 
sky to see what Mother Nature held in 
store on Monday, May 18. Even though 
she didn’t quite deliver sun and warmth, 
Mother Nature was kind enough to limit 
the precipitation to just a few sprinkles 
as 62 eager golfers began to arrive at 
the Valley Country Club in Centennial for 
the 9th Annual Drive for a Cure golf 
tournament, benefiting Colorado Cancer 
Research Program.

Many of the participants took advantage 
of the opportunity to purchase extra 
insurance to help lower their score (and 
maintain their pride) with mulligans and 
string, knowing that proceeds from those 
sales would directly support the great 
work done every day at CCRP. Some 
golfers took a moment to peruse and 
bid on a wide variety of silent auction 
items available, while others headed 
straight for the putting green and driving 
range to hone their skills before heading 
up to the dining area to enjoy a pre-
tournament lunch. 

Just before tee-off time, emcee and 
longtime Denver radio personality 
Murphy Houston of KOSI 101, greeted 
the crowd and introduced CCRP 
President/CEO, Pat Peterson, who 
briefed the golfers on the work of CCRP 
and thanked them for their support. 

The foursomes made it around all 18 
holes and back to the clubhouse relatively 
dry before enjoying cocktails and heavy 
hors d’oeuvres as the awards were 
handed out. Best overall team score 
went to the foursome from NuEnergen 
comprised of John Carmichael, Dennis 
Buckless, Steve Harmon and Vic 
Evans. The good fortune of NuEnergen 
continued as Buckless won the drawing 
for a stay at the luxurious Broadmoor 
Hotel and Spa in Colorado Springs.

The event was a wonderful success 
and proceeds from golfer registration, 
mulligan and string sales along with 
silent auction sales helped raise funds for 
CCRP. We are grateful to everyone who 
participated and also to our board, staff 
and volunteers who worked so hard to 
make the event possible.

define molecular subtypes and identify 
the approaches to cancer care that 
will improve patient outcomes. This 
component of the Precision Medicine 
Initiative is based on the expectation 
that the “big data” that emerges 
from precision medicine trials can be 
used to construct models that predict, 
with increasing accuracy, response to 
treatment.
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opened clinical trials in the following 
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To learn more about these specific 
clinical trials, go to our website at  
http://co-cancerresearch.org/
showtrials.aspx

Ask your physician if you are a 
candidate for one of these trials.
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April was a busy month for staff and 
supporters of Colorado Cancer Research 
Program (CCRP) as three different fund-
raising events helped to kick off spring. 

The Walnut Room in LoDo was the place 
to be in early April as around 50 guests 
gathered for “Kick Cancer with Cocktails” 
to celebrate CCRP and to learn more about 
the organization. The event was organized 
by CCRP board member Kelly Johnson 
and not only raised awareness of the work 
being done at CCRP but also raised nearly 
$1,000 charitable support.

CCRP’s annual Savour Dinner was 
held on Sunday, April 19, and 70 guests 
were wined and dined and treated to 
a wonderful evening at the beautiful 
Balistreri Vineyards in Denver. One of the 
highlights was guest speaker, Dr. James 
Young, Medical Director of Oncology 
System Services at Centura Health Care.

The weekend of April 24–26 was action-
packed and loads of fun at the 2015 Quest 
8 Charity Adult Hockey Tournament, 
presented by Mike Shaw Subaru and 
Foothills Event Management, LLC. The 
annual fundraiser benefiting CCRP was 
held at the Edge Ice Arena in Littleton and 
featured 34 teams in seven divisions with 
teams playing three preliminary games and 
one championship or consolation game 
each before the champion was crowned. 
The weekend festivities also included an 
impressive silent auction with 65 different 
items up for bid, a 35-item prize drawing 
and even a “Best Playoff Beard” contest 
— for both men AND women, no less!

The event is the 
brainchild of 
Lance Jaeger, 
Manager of 
Foothills Event 
Management, and 
this is the second 
year in a row that 
CCRP has been selected as the primary 
beneficiary. This year, a total of $8,000 was 
raised. We are grateful for Lance’s efforts 
and for this great partnership with Foothills 
Event Management.
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CCRP, Katy Perry and the Power of Social Media 
We’ve all heard the term “social media,” 
but not everyone fully comprehends 
just how powerful this 21st century 
technological tool really is. Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube — 
at times it can feel almost overwhelming 
but the truth is, when used strategically 
over time, social media is the most 
powerful form of marketing the world 
has ever seen. One of the best things 
about social media is the way it can unite 
people behind causes and be a force for 
good — the 2014 Ice Bucket Challenge 
to benefit ALS (Lou Gherig’s disease) is a 
great example, raising awareness of the 
disease to a level never before imagined. It 
also raised more than $220 million for the 
organization.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) 
has a growing presence on both Facebook 
and Twitter and, as a result, awareness 
of our important work is spreading. For 
those who may not know, Twitter is a 
free social messaging service for sending 
and receiving short messages in real time, 
sort of like an instant messaging service 
on steroids. People post short group 
messages no longer than 140 characters in 
length and then others around the globe 
who are interested will begin to “follow” 
you. It may sound unimportant but the 
truth is that its communicative power is 
almost mind-boggling. Much like with 
Facebook, organizations can reach mass 
amounts of people within seconds — and 
you never quite know just how far your 

reach will 
go or with 
whom you 
might connect. 
For CCRP, that 
connection recently reached into the 
celebrity world when mega-recording 
artist Katy Perry began following our 
posts. Who knows? Maybe we can talk 
her into a benefit concert at some point in 
the future. For now, we’re just happy she’s 
interested in our mission.

To find us on Facebook, simply type 
Colorado Cancer Research Program in  
the search bar. On Twitter, look for either 
CO Cancer Research or @EndCancerCo 
to follow our posts.

NCI Clinical Trials to Advance 
Precision Medicine
Cancer presents an exceptionally promising 
opportunity to refine the principles and 
practices that will serve as the foundation 
for precision medicine. With additional 
resources in its FY 2016 budget, NCI will 
increase funding to support clinical trials 
that offer two distinct approaches to 
advancing precision medicine. The first 
approach recruits patients with all types of 
cancer, and then selects a targeted drug 
based on the specific genetic abnormalities 
of the patient’s tumor. NCI is using this 
approach in its Molecular Analysis for 
Therapy Choice (NCI-MATCH) Program, 
which enrolls pediatric and adult patients 
with tumors that no longer respond to 
standard therapy. The second approach, 
demonstrated in the NCI Lung-MAP 
study, recruits patients with one type of 
cancer and then subdivides patients into 
genomically defined subsets, treating each 
subset with a different targeted drug.

Both types of trials have important and 
achievable goals: 

n making the molecular characterization of 
cancers the clinical standard for accurate 
diagnosis and treatment

n identifying or developing an array of 
treatments that can 
be matched to the 
molecular features of 
a tumor to successfully 
control the disease.

Another feature of these 
trials is the opportunity to 
link their genomic findings 
to clinical data, lifestyle 
risks such as tobacco use 
and obesity, environmental 
mutagens, and viral 
infections. This additional 
feature will become a 
resource to support further 
discovery and identify 
new strategies for cancer 

prevention, early diagnosis and early 
intervention.

Overcoming Drug Resistance 
in Cancer Treatment
A major obstacle to successfully treating 
cancer is the challenge of resistance either 
to new, targeted therapies or to traditional 
chemotherapies. To address this challenge, 
NCI will support additional research to 
uncover the mechanisms of resistance by:

n developing cancer models from tissues 
obtained at the time of diagnosis and 
at relapse to uncover mechanisms of 
resistance to treatment

n analyzing tumor DNA and tumor cells 
circulating in blood samples to develop 
methods to predict relapse before this 
problem is identified clinically or in 
radiologic studies

n testing combinations of targeted agents 
in clinical trials to identify approaches to 
overcome drug resistance.

Knowledge System to Support 
Precision Medicine
NCI will also build information platforms 
to support the integration of genetic 
information about tumors with data 

on how the tumors 
respond to therapy. This 
is the knowledge system 
envisioned in a 2011 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
report entitled Toward 
Precision Medicine . As 
the IOM recommends, the 
NCI system will integrate 
molecular and clinical 
knowledge in ways that 
are useful to both scientists 
and clinicians.

NCI’s knowledge 
system will incorporate 
genetic, biochemical, 
environmental and clinical 
data from patients to 

The weather may be 
cooler and more damp 
than we like this summer, 
but our spirits remain 
warm and bright! We 
have so much to look 
forward to in the world of 

cancer research. Highly successful targeted 
therapies referred to as genomic studies are 
changing the way research is conducted. 
We can now identify how genes proliferate 
and grow and how disturbances in the 
growth pathways can lead to cancer. With 
this new knowledge new patient trials have 
been developed, specifically to focus on 
prevention of such cell changes, potentially 
finding cures only imagined previously. 

One of the reasons we are able to realize 
such cutting edge advancements in 
cancer research and treatment is because 
of support from people like you. Your 
charitable contributions are critical in 
alleviating the funding shortfall that we 
and so many other non-profit organizations 
experience, allowing us to move faster and 
farther with the kinds of discoveries and 
breakthroughs in the fight against cancer 
that, just a short time ago, were merely 

dreams. We are grateful for the support 
you have provided all of these years. 

There are so many people whose lives we 
have changed — and saved — and, as a 
result, so many stories of success. And yet 
there are so many stories left untold and 
uncertain — people who are struggling 
with their own cancerous battle but may 
not be aware of potentially lifesaving 
clinical trials available to them.

The progress and strides we have made 
over just the last decade are amazing. 
Cancer diagnoses that, were a certain 
death sentence just 15 years ago are 
now survivable and beatable. Together, 
WE have helped to make that happen. 
We have been a part of a momentum of 
progress unlike anything we’ve ever seen. 
But we are also at a point where, if that 
momentum slows or stops, we risk losing 
all of the progress we’ve made. Imagine if 
we could afford every necessary resource 
to go the distance and finally have the 
ultimate breakthrough we’ve been waiting 
for — a cure for cancer. And I believe that, 
with your continued support, one day soon 
we’ll get there. 
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CCRP Welcomes New Board Members

Upcoming Events:

n 22nd Annual Bill Dea Memorial Golf 
Tournament benefiting CCRP 
Saturday, Sept. 5, 8:00 am 
City Park Golf Course

n Corks & More for a Cure —  
A Wine & Tequila Event 
Tentative Date: Weds., Oct. 14, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
Tentative Location: The Rooftop at LoDo’s in 
lower downtown 
Check our website for details and updates

n Holiday Season Events 

n Check our website for new events!

Drive 
for a Cure

Benefiting Colorado Cancer Research Program

Drive for a Cure 2015

CCRP is proud and honored to announce the 
addition of two new members to our board of 
directors. Welcome to Matt Nyberg, a corporate 
attorney with the firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck and also to Gerald (Jerry) Hayes, 
principal/owner at CoWest Insurance Associates. 
We look forward to many years partnering and 
working with Matt and Jerry. Matt Nyberbg Jerry Hayes

After almost two straight weeks of below-
normal temperatures and soaking rains, 
it was with a bit of trepidation that the 
CCRP staff and volunteers looked to the 
sky to see what Mother Nature held in 
store on Monday, May 18. Even though 
she didn’t quite deliver sun and warmth, 
Mother Nature was kind enough to limit 
the precipitation to just a few sprinkles 
as 62 eager golfers began to arrive at 
the Valley Country Club in Centennial for 
the 9th Annual Drive for a Cure golf 
tournament, benefiting Colorado Cancer 
Research Program.

Many of the participants took advantage 
of the opportunity to purchase extra 
insurance to help lower their score (and 
maintain their pride) with mulligans and 
string, knowing that proceeds from those 
sales would directly support the great 
work done every day at CCRP. Some 
golfers took a moment to peruse and 
bid on a wide variety of silent auction 
items available, while others headed 
straight for the putting green and driving 
range to hone their skills before heading 
up to the dining area to enjoy a pre-
tournament lunch. 

Just before tee-off time, emcee and 
longtime Denver radio personality 
Murphy Houston of KOSI 101, greeted 
the crowd and introduced CCRP 
President/CEO, Pat Peterson, who 
briefed the golfers on the work of CCRP 
and thanked them for their support. 

The foursomes made it around all 18 
holes and back to the clubhouse relatively 
dry before enjoying cocktails and heavy 
hors d’oeuvres as the awards were 
handed out. Best overall team score 
went to the foursome from NuEnergen 
comprised of John Carmichael, Dennis 
Buckless, Steve Harmon and Vic 
Evans. The good fortune of NuEnergen 
continued as Buckless won the drawing 
for a stay at the luxurious Broadmoor 
Hotel and Spa in Colorado Springs.

The event was a wonderful success 
and proceeds from golfer registration, 
mulligan and string sales along with 
silent auction sales helped raise funds for 
CCRP. We are grateful to everyone who 
participated and also to our board, staff 
and volunteers who worked so hard to 
make the event possible.

define molecular subtypes and identify 
the approaches to cancer care that 
will improve patient outcomes. This 
component of the Precision Medicine 
Initiative is based on the expectation 
that the “big data” that emerges 
from precision medicine trials can be 
used to construct models that predict, 
with increasing accuracy, response to 
treatment.
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Since November 1, 2014, CCRP has 
opened clinical trials in the following 
areas of cancer investigation:
n Brain (1)
n Breast (4)
n Cancer Control (2)
n Head and Neck (2)
n Leukemia (1)
n Lymphoma (1)
n Gastrointestinal (5)
n Gynecology (2)
n Lung (10)
n Melanoma (1)

To learn more about these specific 
clinical trials, go to our website at  
http://co-cancerresearch.org/
showtrials.aspx

Ask your physician if you are a 
candidate for one of these trials.

New CCRP Trials
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April Events for CCRP

April was a busy month for staff and 
supporters of Colorado Cancer Research 
Program (CCRP) as three different fund-
raising events helped to kick off spring. 

The Walnut Room in LoDo was the place 
to be in early April as around 50 guests 
gathered for “Kick Cancer with Cocktails” 
to celebrate CCRP and to learn more about 
the organization. The event was organized 
by CCRP board member Kelly Johnson 
and not only raised awareness of the work 
being done at CCRP but also raised nearly 
$1,000 charitable support.

CCRP’s annual Savour Dinner was 
held on Sunday, April 19, and 70 guests 
were wined and dined and treated to 
a wonderful evening at the beautiful 
Balistreri Vineyards in Denver. One of the 
highlights was guest speaker, Dr. James 
Young, Medical Director of Oncology 
System Services at Centura Health Care.

The weekend of April 24–26 was action-
packed and loads of fun at the 2015 Quest 
8 Charity Adult Hockey Tournament, 
presented by Mike Shaw Subaru and 
Foothills Event Management, LLC. The 
annual fundraiser benefiting CCRP was 
held at the Edge Ice Arena in Littleton and 
featured 34 teams in seven divisions with 
teams playing three preliminary games and 
one championship or consolation game 
each before the champion was crowned. 
The weekend festivities also included an 
impressive silent auction with 65 different 
items up for bid, a 35-item prize drawing 
and even a “Best Playoff Beard” contest 
— for both men AND women, no less!

The event is the 
brainchild of 
Lance Jaeger, 
Manager of 
Foothills Event 
Management, and 
this is the second 
year in a row that 
CCRP has been selected as the primary 
beneficiary. This year, a total of $8,000 was 
raised. We are grateful for Lance’s efforts 
and for this great partnership with Foothills 
Event Management.

Letter from Pat Peterson
CCRP President and CEO

CCRP, Katy Perry and the Power of Social Media 
We’ve all heard the term “social media,” 
but not everyone fully comprehends 
just how powerful this 21st century 
technological tool really is. Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Pinterest, YouTube — 
at times it can feel almost overwhelming 
but the truth is, when used strategically 
over time, social media is the most 
powerful form of marketing the world 
has ever seen. One of the best things 
about social media is the way it can unite 
people behind causes and be a force for 
good — the 2014 Ice Bucket Challenge 
to benefit ALS (Lou Gherig’s disease) is a 
great example, raising awareness of the 
disease to a level never before imagined. It 
also raised more than $220 million for the 
organization.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) 
has a growing presence on both Facebook 
and Twitter and, as a result, awareness 
of our important work is spreading. For 
those who may not know, Twitter is a 
free social messaging service for sending 
and receiving short messages in real time, 
sort of like an instant messaging service 
on steroids. People post short group 
messages no longer than 140 characters in 
length and then others around the globe 
who are interested will begin to “follow” 
you. It may sound unimportant but the 
truth is that its communicative power is 
almost mind-boggling. Much like with 
Facebook, organizations can reach mass 
amounts of people within seconds — and 
you never quite know just how far your 

reach will 
go or with 
whom you 
might connect. 
For CCRP, that 
connection recently reached into the 
celebrity world when mega-recording 
artist Katy Perry began following our 
posts. Who knows? Maybe we can talk 
her into a benefit concert at some point in 
the future. For now, we’re just happy she’s 
interested in our mission.

To find us on Facebook, simply type 
Colorado Cancer Research Program in  
the search bar. On Twitter, look for either 
CO Cancer Research or @EndCancerCo 
to follow our posts.

NCI Clinical Trials to Advance 
Precision Medicine
Cancer presents an exceptionally promising 
opportunity to refine the principles and 
practices that will serve as the foundation 
for precision medicine. With additional 
resources in its FY 2016 budget, NCI will 
increase funding to support clinical trials 
that offer two distinct approaches to 
advancing precision medicine. The first 
approach recruits patients with all types of 
cancer, and then selects a targeted drug 
based on the specific genetic abnormalities 
of the patient’s tumor. NCI is using this 
approach in its Molecular Analysis for 
Therapy Choice (NCI-MATCH) Program, 
which enrolls pediatric and adult patients 
with tumors that no longer respond to 
standard therapy. The second approach, 
demonstrated in the NCI Lung-MAP 
study, recruits patients with one type of 
cancer and then subdivides patients into 
genomically defined subsets, treating each 
subset with a different targeted drug.

Both types of trials have important and 
achievable goals: 

n making the molecular characterization of 
cancers the clinical standard for accurate 
diagnosis and treatment

n identifying or developing an array of 
treatments that can 
be matched to the 
molecular features of 
a tumor to successfully 
control the disease.

Another feature of these 
trials is the opportunity to 
link their genomic findings 
to clinical data, lifestyle 
risks such as tobacco use 
and obesity, environmental 
mutagens, and viral 
infections. This additional 
feature will become a 
resource to support further 
discovery and identify 
new strategies for cancer 

prevention, early diagnosis and early 
intervention.

Overcoming Drug Resistance 
in Cancer Treatment
A major obstacle to successfully treating 
cancer is the challenge of resistance either 
to new, targeted therapies or to traditional 
chemotherapies. To address this challenge, 
NCI will support additional research to 
uncover the mechanisms of resistance by:

n developing cancer models from tissues 
obtained at the time of diagnosis and 
at relapse to uncover mechanisms of 
resistance to treatment

n analyzing tumor DNA and tumor cells 
circulating in blood samples to develop 
methods to predict relapse before this 
problem is identified clinically or in 
radiologic studies

n testing combinations of targeted agents 
in clinical trials to identify approaches to 
overcome drug resistance.

Knowledge System to Support 
Precision Medicine
NCI will also build information platforms 
to support the integration of genetic 
information about tumors with data 

on how the tumors 
respond to therapy. This 
is the knowledge system 
envisioned in a 2011 
Institute of Medicine (IOM) 
report entitled Toward 
Precision Medicine . As 
the IOM recommends, the 
NCI system will integrate 
molecular and clinical 
knowledge in ways that 
are useful to both scientists 
and clinicians.

NCI’s knowledge 
system will incorporate 
genetic, biochemical, 
environmental and clinical 
data from patients to 

The weather may be 
cooler and more damp 
than we like this summer, 
but our spirits remain 
warm and bright! We 
have so much to look 
forward to in the world of 

cancer research. Highly successful targeted 
therapies referred to as genomic studies are 
changing the way research is conducted. 
We can now identify how genes proliferate 
and grow and how disturbances in the 
growth pathways can lead to cancer. With 
this new knowledge new patient trials have 
been developed, specifically to focus on 
prevention of such cell changes, potentially 
finding cures only imagined previously. 

One of the reasons we are able to realize 
such cutting edge advancements in 
cancer research and treatment is because 
of support from people like you. Your 
charitable contributions are critical in 
alleviating the funding shortfall that we 
and so many other non-profit organizations 
experience, allowing us to move faster and 
farther with the kinds of discoveries and 
breakthroughs in the fight against cancer 
that, just a short time ago, were merely 

dreams. We are grateful for the support 
you have provided all of these years. 

There are so many people whose lives we 
have changed — and saved — and, as a 
result, so many stories of success. And yet 
there are so many stories left untold and 
uncertain — people who are struggling 
with their own cancerous battle but may 
not be aware of potentially lifesaving 
clinical trials available to them.

The progress and strides we have made 
over just the last decade are amazing. 
Cancer diagnoses that, were a certain 
death sentence just 15 years ago are 
now survivable and beatable. Together, 
WE have helped to make that happen. 
We have been a part of a momentum of 
progress unlike anything we’ve ever seen. 
But we are also at a point where, if that 
momentum slows or stops, we risk losing 
all of the progress we’ve made. Imagine if 
we could afford every necessary resource 
to go the distance and finally have the 
ultimate breakthrough we’ve been waiting 
for — a cure for cancer. And I believe that, 
with your continued support, one day soon 
we’ll get there. 
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CCRP Welcomes New Board Members

Upcoming Events:

n 22nd Annual Bill Dea Memorial Golf 
Tournament benefiting CCRP 
Saturday, Sept. 5, 8:00 am 
City Park Golf Course

n Corks & More for a Cure —  
A Wine & Tequila Event 
Tentative Date: Weds., Oct. 14, 6:00 – 9:00 pm 
Tentative Location: The Rooftop at LoDo’s in 
lower downtown 
Check our website for details and updates

n Holiday Season Events 

n Check our website for new events!
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Drive for a Cure 2015

CCRP is proud and honored to announce the 
addition of two new members to our board of 
directors. Welcome to Matt Nyberg, a corporate 
attorney with the firm of Brownstein Hyatt Farber 
Schreck and also to Gerald (Jerry) Hayes, 
principal/owner at CoWest Insurance Associates. 
We look forward to many years partnering and 
working with Matt and Jerry. Matt Nyberbg Jerry Hayes

After almost two straight weeks of below-
normal temperatures and soaking rains, 
it was with a bit of trepidation that the 
CCRP staff and volunteers looked to the 
sky to see what Mother Nature held in 
store on Monday, May 18. Even though 
she didn’t quite deliver sun and warmth, 
Mother Nature was kind enough to limit 
the precipitation to just a few sprinkles 
as 62 eager golfers began to arrive at 
the Valley Country Club in Centennial for 
the 9th Annual Drive for a Cure golf 
tournament, benefiting Colorado Cancer 
Research Program.

Many of the participants took advantage 
of the opportunity to purchase extra 
insurance to help lower their score (and 
maintain their pride) with mulligans and 
string, knowing that proceeds from those 
sales would directly support the great 
work done every day at CCRP. Some 
golfers took a moment to peruse and 
bid on a wide variety of silent auction 
items available, while others headed 
straight for the putting green and driving 
range to hone their skills before heading 
up to the dining area to enjoy a pre-
tournament lunch. 

Just before tee-off time, emcee and 
longtime Denver radio personality 
Murphy Houston of KOSI 101, greeted 
the crowd and introduced CCRP 
President/CEO, Pat Peterson, who 
briefed the golfers on the work of CCRP 
and thanked them for their support. 

The foursomes made it around all 18 
holes and back to the clubhouse relatively 
dry before enjoying cocktails and heavy 
hors d’oeuvres as the awards were 
handed out. Best overall team score 
went to the foursome from NuEnergen 
comprised of John Carmichael, Dennis 
Buckless, Steve Harmon and Vic 
Evans. The good fortune of NuEnergen 
continued as Buckless won the drawing 
for a stay at the luxurious Broadmoor 
Hotel and Spa in Colorado Springs.

The event was a wonderful success 
and proceeds from golfer registration, 
mulligan and string sales along with 
silent auction sales helped raise funds for 
CCRP. We are grateful to everyone who 
participated and also to our board, staff 
and volunteers who worked so hard to 
make the event possible.

define molecular subtypes and identify 
the approaches to cancer care that 
will improve patient outcomes. This 
component of the Precision Medicine 
Initiative is based on the expectation 
that the “big data” that emerges 
from precision medicine trials can be 
used to construct models that predict, 
with increasing accuracy, response to 
treatment.
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CCRP Success Profile: Jerry Hayes

Jerry Hayes is one of those guys who is hard 
not to like. When you first meet him, you 
immediately see a top-notch professional who 
is very personable, friendly and full of energy. 
On the surface, his situation seems pretty 
normal. He has been married to his wonderful 
wife Maureen for 28 years, has two beautiful 
teenage daughters, loves traveling and is a bit 
of an avid runner. He is dedicated to his work as 
Agency Principal/Owner at CoWest Insurance in 
Denver and has a great passion for many things, 
including his family, faith and community giving. 
But once you dig a bit deeper, you realize that 
Jerry’s situation goes far beyond “normal,” 
which explains his other passion: Colorado 
Cancer Research Program (CCRP).

In 2011, Jerry had been concerned about 
continued swelling in his neck and after a few 
trips to his doctor, a biopsy was done. With a 
good deal of trepidation, he and his wife waited 
for the results. The diagnosis finally came 
back with the word no one wants to hear: 
CANCER, specifically Squamous Cell Carcinoma, 
concentrated in the left tonsil and spreading to 
the lymph nodes in the left side of his neck. 

Through a connection with Dr. Andy 
Nemecheck, Dr. Lillian Klancar and Dr. Marshall 
Davis, Jerry became aware of CCRP and the 
clinical trials that were available to him. With 
a “nothing to lose and everything to gain” 
attitude, he was enrolled in a six month clinical 
trial program in May of 2011 that included a 
rather aggressive protocol of chemotherapy 
with paclitaxel, cisplatin, cetuximab with 
follow up radiation. Such therapy sensitizes the 
cancer to further treatment, and was shown to 
decrease the risk of cancer spread, predict the 

tumor’s sensitivity to radiation, 
and relieve tumor-related side 
effects. The radiation therapy 
included a significantly lower 
dose of radiation that targeted 
the tumor that was left after 
chemotherapy. In Jerry’s case, 
it was a successful treatment 
combination. In fact, his clinical trial group had 
a 93% survival rate and Jerry’s scans during the 
subsequent evaluation period all came back 
negative, showing no new cancer growth and 
healthy, clean slate. This was achieved with lower 
doses of radiation and as a result — very few 
long term side effects from cancer treatment.

Grateful for his successful outcome with cancer 
treatment, he wanted the world to know how 
CCRP had changed his life in the hopes that he 
might be able to help even more people discover 
the life-saving treatments that had been such a 
critical component in his success. So, earlier this 
year he joined the board of directors at Colorado 
Cancer Research Program and, today, he is one of 
CCRP’s biggest cheerleaders. His attitude towards 
CCRP is summed up by a poem by Mary Oliver:

Instructions for living a life. 
Pay attention. 
Be astonished. 
Tell about it.

“It’s tough to think about the direction my  
life would have taken had it not been for CCRP 
— not just for me, but mostly for my family,” 
Jerry says. CCRP has had a profound impact on 
so many people’s lives and their families; my  
wife, my daughters and I are a shining example 
of that.”
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Focus on the Search is a quarterly publication of resources for people 
who are current or past participants in cancer clinical trials in Colorado, 
for people who have been recently diagnosed with cancer and those 
interested in cancer research.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) is a non-profit organization, 
a partnership of 19 Colorado community hospitals, and their affiliated 
doctors, dedicated to the advancement of cancer research and care close 
to home. CCRP is a NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP), 
one of a nationwide network of 34 such National Cancer Insitute (NCI) 
approved programs. 

CCRP’s Partner Hospitals

Boulder Community Hospital

Cheyenne Regional Medical Center

Littleton Adventist Hospital

Longmont United Hospital

Lutheran Medical Center

McKee Medical Center

Medical Centers of Aurora

Mercy Regional Medical Center

Research reported in this publication was supported by the National Cancer Institute of 
the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 1UG1CA189805-1. The content 
is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official 
views of the National Institutes of Health. www.nih.gov

North Colorado Medical Center
Parker Adventist Hospital
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services
Porter Adventist Hospital
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Rose Medical Center
Saint Joseph Hospital
St. Anthony Hospital
Sky Ridge Medical Center
St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center 
Swedish Medical Center

CCRP is a member of the  
Community Health 

Charities. 

Please consider supporting 
CCRP in your workplace 

giving program.

Giving Back is Good for Business
Most businesses and corporations, no matter how large or how small, understand 
the importance of being involved with their community, particularly in engaging in 
some kind of charitable or philanthropic effort. There are multiple benefits to be 
realized from giving back. It’s a great way for your business to connect with the 
people around them and to feel more like a part of the community in which their 
employees and customers make their lives; it helps to solidify a company’s core set of 
values which, in turn, helps employees and potential customers better connect on an 
emotional level with a business; it’s been proven time and again — businesses who are 
philanthropically involved in the community have happier employees because they feel 
better about where they work; and, of course, it’s good for business because studies 
have shown that consumers prefer to do business with a company that believes in 
giving back.

Well, Colorado Cancer Research Program is looking for new businesses and corporations 
with which to partner and there are a number of opportunities for companies of all sizes 
— from small “mom and pop” shops to large regional and national corporations, and 
every size in between. Event sponsorships are a great way for businesses to get 
involved and get their employees involved as well by volunteering with event 
planning and execution. It’s also a great way for a business to get recognition for their 
efforts from larger audiences that attend those events. 

Another great opportunity is a general philanthropic partnership where a business or 
corporation helps with overall funding for an organization. Many companies that opt 
to partner at this level also offer a donor incentive to their employees by matching 
an employee’s gift. Whether your company has two employees or two-thousand 
employees, there’s a place waiting for you in CCRP’s family of corporate sponsors. If 
you would like to consider a partnership opportunity with CCRP, call Dave  
at 720-475-5740.

Exciting New 
Developments at CCRP

CCRP is honored to announce the 
addition of two more partners to our 
consortium of hospitals. Welcome 
Denver Health and National Jewish, 
and we look forward to doing great 
things together for the patients of 
Colorado.

Welcome to these new affiliated 
physicians:
n Glenn Bigsby, DO
n Jesal Patel, MD
n Jennifer Rubatt, MD
n Toni Green-Cheatwood, DO
n Steven Bush, MD
n Natalie Workman, MD
n Denise Norton, MD
n Sara Robinson, MD
n Eiko Browning, MD
n Gregory Britt, MD
n Mohamed El-Tarabily, MD

We are excited 
to announce 
that CCRP is 
once again 
the recipient 
of a grant from the National Cancer 
Institute, the second year of a 
potential five year funding program. 
These funds are so important in 
allowing us to continue and advance 
the important work we do on behalf of 
cancer patients throughout Colorado.

The Cornerstone Society
To facilitate bringing the most advanced cancer clinical 
trials to patients in Colorado, Colorado Cancer Research 
Program has created The Cornerstone Society. As a 
member, your financial support will not only help those 
affected by cancer today, but will also make a significant 
difference to future generations.

Ongoing monthly support to The Cornerstone Society is easy and important to the 
maintenance of our quality of service to cancer research. Consider joining now by 
giving as much as you are able, charged automatically to your credit card. To join,  
call the CCRP Development Department at 303.777.2663.

cornerstone
the

society

HOW CCRP IS FUNDED
Colorado Cancer Research Program was selected 
and funded as part of the new National Cancer 
Institute’s (NCI) Community Oncology Research 
Program beginning August 1, 2014. Due to budget 
cuts by the NCI, this new grant award was less than 
in past years. This fiscal year, 29% of the annual 
budget must be met through fundraising.

National
Cancer

Institute
55%

Consortium 
Hospitals

        16%

REVENUE

Fundraising
 29%

Matching Gifts
Many companies will match your charitable 
contributions. If your company has a matching gift 
program, please consider giving to CCRP and increase 
your donation with a corporate matching gift!
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DOUBLE
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CCRP Success Profile: Jerry Hayes

Jerry Hayes is one of those guys who is hard 
not to like. When you first meet him, you 
immediately see a top-notch professional who 
is very personable, friendly and full of energy. 
On the surface, his situation seems pretty 
normal. He has been married to his wonderful 
wife Maureen for 28 years, has two beautiful 
teenage daughters, loves traveling and is a bit 
of an avid runner. He is dedicated to his work as 
Agency Principal/Owner at CoWest Insurance in 
Denver and has a great passion for many things, 
including his family, faith and community giving. 
But once you dig a bit deeper, you realize that 
Jerry’s situation goes far beyond “normal,” 
which explains his other passion: Colorado 
Cancer Research Program (CCRP).

In 2011, Jerry had been concerned about 
continued swelling in his neck and after a few 
trips to his doctor, a biopsy was done. With a 
good deal of trepidation, he and his wife waited 
for the results. The diagnosis finally came 
back with the word no one wants to hear: 
CANCER, specifically Squamous Cell Carcinoma, 
concentrated in the left tonsil and spreading to 
the lymph nodes in the left side of his neck. 

Through a connection with Dr. Andy 
Nemecheck, Dr. Lillian Klancar and Dr. Marshall 
Davis, Jerry became aware of CCRP and the 
clinical trials that were available to him. With 
a “nothing to lose and everything to gain” 
attitude, he was enrolled in a six month clinical 
trial program in May of 2011 that included a 
rather aggressive protocol of chemotherapy 
with paclitaxel, cisplatin, cetuximab with 
follow up radiation. Such therapy sensitizes the 
cancer to further treatment, and was shown to 
decrease the risk of cancer spread, predict the 

tumor’s sensitivity to radiation, 
and relieve tumor-related side 
effects. The radiation therapy 
included a significantly lower 
dose of radiation that targeted 
the tumor that was left after 
chemotherapy. In Jerry’s case, 
it was a successful treatment 
combination. In fact, his clinical trial group had 
a 93% survival rate and Jerry’s scans during the 
subsequent evaluation period all came back 
negative, showing no new cancer growth and 
healthy, clean slate. This was achieved with lower 
doses of radiation and as a result — very few 
long term side effects from cancer treatment.

Grateful for his successful outcome with cancer 
treatment, he wanted the world to know how 
CCRP had changed his life in the hopes that he 
might be able to help even more people discover 
the life-saving treatments that had been such a 
critical component in his success. So, earlier this 
year he joined the board of directors at Colorado 
Cancer Research Program and, today, he is one of 
CCRP’s biggest cheerleaders. His attitude towards 
CCRP is summed up by a poem by Mary Oliver:

Instructions for living a life. 
Pay attention. 
Be astonished. 
Tell about it.

“It’s tough to think about the direction my  
life would have taken had it not been for CCRP 
— not just for me, but mostly for my family,” 
Jerry says. CCRP has had a profound impact on 
so many people’s lives and their families; my  
wife, my daughters and I are a shining example 
of that.”
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Focus on the Search is a quarterly publication of resources for people 
who are current or past participants in cancer clinical trials in Colorado, 
for people who have been recently diagnosed with cancer and those 
interested in cancer research.

Colorado Cancer Research Program (CCRP) is a non-profit organization, 
a partnership of 19 Colorado community hospitals, and their affiliated 
doctors, dedicated to the advancement of cancer research and care close 
to home. CCRP is a NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP), 
one of a nationwide network of 34 such National Cancer Insitute (NCI) 
approved programs. 

CCRP’s Partner Hospitals

Boulder Community Hospital

Cheyenne Regional Medical Center

Littleton Adventist Hospital

Longmont United Hospital

Lutheran Medical Center

McKee Medical Center

Medical Centers of Aurora

Mercy Regional Medical Center

Research reported in this publication was supported by the National Cancer Institute of 
the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 1UG1CA189805-1. The content 
is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official 
views of the National Institutes of Health. www.nih.gov

North Colorado Medical Center
Parker Adventist Hospital
Penrose-St. Francis Health Services
Porter Adventist Hospital
Presbyterian/St. Luke’s Medical Center
Rose Medical Center
Saint Joseph Hospital
St. Anthony Hospital
Sky Ridge Medical Center
St. Mary-Corwin Medical Center 
Swedish Medical Center
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giving program.

Giving Back is Good for Business
Most businesses and corporations, no matter how large or how small, understand 
the importance of being involved with their community, particularly in engaging in 
some kind of charitable or philanthropic effort. There are multiple benefits to be 
realized from giving back. It’s a great way for your business to connect with the 
people around them and to feel more like a part of the community in which their 
employees and customers make their lives; it helps to solidify a company’s core set of 
values which, in turn, helps employees and potential customers better connect on an 
emotional level with a business; it’s been proven time and again — businesses who are 
philanthropically involved in the community have happier employees because they feel 
better about where they work; and, of course, it’s good for business because studies 
have shown that consumers prefer to do business with a company that believes in 
giving back.

Well, Colorado Cancer Research Program is looking for new businesses and corporations 
with which to partner and there are a number of opportunities for companies of all sizes 
— from small “mom and pop” shops to large regional and national corporations, and 
every size in between. Event sponsorships are a great way for businesses to get 
involved and get their employees involved as well by volunteering with event 
planning and execution. It’s also a great way for a business to get recognition for their 
efforts from larger audiences that attend those events. 
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an employee’s gift. Whether your company has two employees or two-thousand 
employees, there’s a place waiting for you in CCRP’s family of corporate sponsors. If 
you would like to consider a partnership opportunity with CCRP, call Dave  
at 720-475-5740.

Exciting New 
Developments at CCRP

CCRP is honored to announce the 
addition of two more partners to our 
consortium of hospitals. Welcome 
Denver Health and National Jewish, 
and we look forward to doing great 
things together for the patients of 
Colorado.

Welcome to these new affiliated 
physicians:
n Glenn Bigsby, DO
n Jesal Patel, MD
n Jennifer Rubatt, MD
n Toni Green-Cheatwood, DO
n Steven Bush, MD
n Natalie Workman, MD
n Denise Norton, MD
n Sara Robinson, MD
n Eiko Browning, MD
n Gregory Britt, MD
n Mohamed El-Tarabily, MD

We are excited 
to announce 
that CCRP is 
once again 
the recipient 
of a grant from the National Cancer 
Institute, the second year of a 
potential five year funding program. 
These funds are so important in 
allowing us to continue and advance 
the important work we do on behalf of 
cancer patients throughout Colorado.

The Cornerstone Society
To facilitate bringing the most advanced cancer clinical 
trials to patients in Colorado, Colorado Cancer Research 
Program has created The Cornerstone Society. As a 
member, your financial support will not only help those 
affected by cancer today, but will also make a significant 
difference to future generations.

Ongoing monthly support to The Cornerstone Society is easy and important to the 
maintenance of our quality of service to cancer research. Consider joining now by 
giving as much as you are able, charged automatically to your credit card. To join,  
call the CCRP Development Department at 303.777.2663.

cornerstone
the

society

HOW CCRP IS FUNDED
Colorado Cancer Research Program was selected 
and funded as part of the new National Cancer 
Institute’s (NCI) Community Oncology Research 
Program beginning August 1, 2014. Due to budget 
cuts by the NCI, this new grant award was less than 
in past years. This fiscal year, 29% of the annual 
budget must be met through fundraising.

National
Cancer

Institute
55%

Consortium 
Hospitals

        16%

REVENUE

Fundraising
 29%

Matching Gifts
Many companies will match your charitable 
contributions. If your company has a matching gift 
program, please consider giving to CCRP and increase 
your donation with a corporate matching gift!

1
YOU 

DONATE

2
THEY 

 MATCH

3
DOUBLE

THE 
IMPACT

303.777.2663  n  888.785.6789


